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IDTA took originel form as a small secret group of junior officers of the
Greek .irmy late in 1944. It was eroated essentially as a non-politigel
officors' orpganizat: on dedicated to the task of helping to rid Cresce

of tho Communist mornce, and its founders specifically disavowsd party
preforence emong the existing Greek political perties. One of the objectives
of the organization, and one which has been pursued Vizorously by IDEA in -
the course of the pa:t two years, has been the croation of a Greek National
hrmy answering to the strategie and tactical requirements of Greece and
meintaining tho traditions of the army as apainst alien idoolosical
influences of any kinc, )

tith the past year, wih Greece's political and military situation growing
constantly more procarious, IDi4 abandoned its original intention of not
interferinz in the political 1life of the country, and undertook to make its
influence felt on various merbers of the Greek Covernment and of the higher
echelons of the Oreek fzwy. lNost recently, it hes been reliably roported
as inelining in favor of a ctrong central movernment to consist of members
of the Greek Parlisment choson by the Parliement, who have never before
held a high political ofiiece. It is intimated that IDEA would also

regard with favor the appiintment of a comnending officer of the armed
forces of the country to e ziven full powers to curry out the decisions
of the zovermment in the litary ricld and to act, in brief, as =

supreme commander over all neticnal defense forces. Coupled with the :
existence of martial law throurhout the country this, of course, would be
anproximately a militery Jietatorship.

About one year ago, IDRA vas 1in touch with Spiros Markezinis, roprosentutives’

of the Greek Cour’, and representatives of the Liboral Party with o view
to assisting in a solution of the problem of the Creek Army high command,
At that time, IDIL reparded with disfavor a request by lerkezinis that IDiA
use its influence to break up the then newly formed Coalition Govermment,
It was also at that time that larlezinis urged IDEA to support feneral
Alexender Papagor for the position of Commander-ineChief of the freek
Afrmed Torces.

Politiecally spe:cinz, the various reports of contacts botween ID{A and
political end r’litary porsonalities lead to the conclusion that IDEA is
essentially coiservative in its besic policy, and it will support or even
bring about a !letatorial form of covernment in the event the Groek situation
should reach 1w impesse. Xing Paul is awvare of the existence and the
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objectives of IDEA, although he docs not want this fact generally known,
IDEA does not consider Cencral Papogos to be u man of exbtracrdinary ability,
but does feel that in an emergency he could become a suitable front for a
non-political military-service govermment so long as the prestige of the
Eing would not be dumaged in the event of the failure o such a govermment, -
In this connection it should be mentioned that one of the compelling rcasons.
which led %o the formation of IDEA was the existence within the Army of the
Vendiris-controlled secret officers' organization (RAN) which IDEA has
elways looked upon as a British instrument for perpetuating its influence
within the senior officers? ranks of the army. - ’

The membership of IDEA is orgenized into groups called Bonds (Desmoi)e. The
higher govorning council which is located in Athens is called the Governing
or lixecutive Bond and consists of about seven members and a small staff, The
next lower echelon is the Regional Bond of which there ars five. Under this
are the Guard Bonde which are to be found in overy large headquarters unit.
Finally there is the Bond to be found in the smaller army units mainteining
direct liaison with the Guard Bonds. On 30 March 1948, it was estimated that
IDEA numbered almost eight hundred merbers. MNMembership in IDFA is composed
of officers up to and including the renk of colonel. Although originally
it was intended to restrict mexbership to officers up to and including
the rank of major, extensive promotions of members have resulted in the newer
policy. A lack of financial mcans has been a serious handicap to the more

‘ambitious plans of IDEA for a broader membership and s more extensive

influence toward obtaining benefits for the army and correcting abuses ;
which, in the opinion of the leaders of IDEA, confound both the Army and the
country.

Although the present meke-up of the ‘xecutive Bond is not specifically known,
the follyging are the principal p rsonalities having & hand in the direction ™ -
of 1DEA, ‘

a. Captain (Artillery) Konstaentinos “acharakis
b. Captain (Artillery) Argyrios lMartas

¢c. Ceptain %Engineers) Kichael Kiourtsoglou
d. Ceptain (Infantry) Immenuel Zacharekis

e. Captain (Artillery) Nikolaos Assimakopoulos
f. Najor (Infantry) I. Kerabotsos

ge Major (Calvary) P. Panourzias

h. Hajor (Enpineers) Ballas

i. Major G. Maraveleas

jo L&. Col. (Calvary) Gogousis

Although IDEA loocks with respect on General Demetrios Yadzis, it continues
to adnire and favor General Stylianos Kitrilekis., It is difficult to )
estimate the exect influence of IDEA, but it cun bo safely said that this
orgenization constitutes a definite, potential factor of considerable weight
in the event that the situation in Greece leads to a political - military -
type of solution :
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